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Marking Time

Format
The  FORMAT command has
been used to set the width of
column D, left-justify all text
cells, and display all numbers
to two decimal places

CopyScaling Factor
Any block of cells can beMultiplied by an actual mark
copied to any part of theto produce a corresponding
sheet by the COPY commandscaled mark
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Repeating TextAutocalcMean
A single star typed into thisOnce the formula for one cellCalculated by the
cell fills the whole rowis entered, it can be copiedAVERAGE(cell#1:cell#2)
through the REPEAT TEXTautomatically to other cellscommand
featureusing the REPLICATE

To compare the performance
L.V1111111111U

of nis pupils in amerent
subjects, the teacher wants to
scale all the exam results so
that the mean mark in each
subject is the same. He has to
experiment with different
scaling factors for each
subject, calculating and
recalculating the marks, which
is tedious error-prone work
that a spreadsheet could do in
minutes. On the computer
spreadsheet everything except
the actual marks is calculated
automatically; changing the
scaling factor, for example,
produces a complete new
column of scaled results for
that subject in seconds
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and database software. This enables the results of
calculations and projections to be incorporated en
bloc into a text or data file, and is a valuable step
towards integrated software. This usually applies
only to the more expensive packages.

Given a reasonable set of commands, a
spreadsheet program is limited mainly by the

user's imagination or the size of computer memory
available. The programs themselves are usually
extensive, and applications with large tables and
sophisticated data processing facilities can quickly
fill the rest of memory. Complicated calculations,
moreover, can appreciably slow the program's
calculating response.
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