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FROM CARRIER TONE TO
CENTRONICS A weekly glossary of
computing terms

246
KEEPING TIME We look at three types of
logic circuit that produce timing signals

COMMON DENOMINATOR BASICODE is
a language that irons out many of the
problems of incompatibility between micros

241

PIECE OF THE ACTION The ACT
Apricot is the latest offering from the makers 249
of the successful Sirius business computer

RANDOM SELECTION We discuss the
creation of random access files

COMPUTER SCIENCE

PROGRAMMING PROJECTS 4

ANIMAL MAGIC We develop a computer
game that 'learns' from experience

POWERS OF RESOLUTION Our course
for the Commodore 64 progresses to high
and low resolution graphics

MACHINE CODE

LAST IN FIRST OUT We learn how to use
the stack — a convenient workspace in
computer memory

THE CAMBRIDGE CONNECTION
Camputers is another successful computer
manufacturer based in Cambridge

244
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1)What is wrong with the line: 225 CLS in
BASICODE?

COVER PHOTOGRAPHY BY IAN McKINNELL

JARGON
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Next Week
The attractive Atmos is the
successor to the Oric 1. It
boasts a quality keyboard,
48K of memory, colour
graphics and has its own disk
drive and printer.

Word processing is a popular
application for business
machines but it can prove
tricky on home micros. We
look at this important feature
on the popular micros.

COMING SOON - A course on
machine code programming
for the 6809 microprocessor
as used in the Dragon and
Tandy Color computers.

2)Why do records in a random access file have to be
of the same length?

3)What is the name of the process by which a
computer controls the individual bits that make up
the machine's screen memory?

4)Why did Camputers not have to worry too much
about software for the Lynx Laureate?

UIZ

Answers To Last Week's Quiz

Al) By removing the barrel, more ambient light is allowed to enter
the photo-diode, therefore making it more difficult to focus on the
screen.

A2)Feedback is useful to a computer when it needs to 'sense the
result of its actions on a peripheral device.

A3)A NOR gate will return a result of one if the input is zero and
vice versa, it is therefore ideal as a switching device.

P.4) The binary number to switch bit 7 to zero is 01111111. This
would require an AND operation.
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