however, is capable of quite useful word
processing. After the purchase of a printer, the
main hardware problem becomes one of having
enough memory in which to store your text. It is
possible to run a word processing program using a
cassette for storage, However, a cassette storage
system limits the amount of text you can write
because the memory quickly fills up. This is unlike
afloppy disk that automatically takes text from the
memory leaving it clear for further entry of text.
Cassette storage allows letters and short
documents to be stored and printed, but the
handling of large chunks of textisn’t really feasible.

Sinclair’s new Microdrive storage system
makes word processing on the ZX Spectrum more
practical. The Microdrive is a cross between a

of a letter or a poem. (See our feature on printers
on page 74.)

Manufacturers are striving to produce
inexpensive word processing systems and some
chip programs are now becoming available for
home computers. These store word processing
programs’ instructions on a chip that can be
plugged into the computer’s circuit board. They
are very useful when there is no disk drive unit
available. The advantage is that the program may
be loaded quickly and is ready for instant use
without waiting for it to load via a cassette tape or
disk. Ifthe computer’s RAM s large enough (from
32 Kbytes upwards), you will be able to create a
document of up to perhaps 5,000 words in length
and edit it to your heart’s content,
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The Price Of Word Processing

Tha table above shows a selection of the word processing
packages available for a range of microcomputers at botn ends
of the market, If you plan to use your word pragessor for long
periods of time, make sure that you can type comfortably on
your computer's keyboard. Calculator or membra

keyboarcs wer developed to reduce the cos! of manUfacture

‘ and are best suited for games playing and writing short

programs. It is also an advantage if your computer has the
special programmab'e function keys. These are often employ

on the more sophisticated wprd processing packages and
reduce the number of comhands you need to type into your
keyboard. The prices gdoted are typical of what you can expect
to pay. Obviously the purchase of & printar is essential if you
wanta printed gafy. Printers vary fremendousy in the way of
printquality afid speed of execution (see page 74). Ensure that
your worg/brocessor and printer are compatible for the various
taske ydu wish them to perform. If you wish to write letters, a
regstnably-priced word processorand printer would be

equate. But for lengthy text, a more expensive combination
would be necessary,

cassette and a floppy disk. It uses an endless loop
of tape and can quickly load and save programs at
about a quarter of the price of a disk drive.
Undoubtedly many Spectrum owners will use the
Microdrive system to run word processing
programs, but storing and recalling pages is likely
to take six or seven seconds, compared with the
one second or so required by a conventional disk
drive system.

Word processing is effective because it
separates the act of composition from the act of
printing. Both handwriting and typing demand
that the word is written down at the same time as
the thought process occurs. With word processing,
no words appear on paper until the composition
on the screen is right, But getting the words onto
paper demands a printer, and the cheap printer
that is adequate for listing computer programs is
unlikely to be able to produce a satisfactory copy

If you wish to store the edited text after you
have printed it, you will need to save it onto a
cassette tape; a process that will take some
minutes. The word processing chip is unable to
store the text you create. If you want to write your
novel with a word processing program, you need
to know how well the program can handle very
large chunks of text.

Some sophisticated word processing programs
can perform useful extra functions. The automatic
dictionary, or spelling checker, is among the most
popular inclusions. For this facility you really need
a disk system. The dictionary checks the words
contained in a document against its own stored
words. It indicates the words it doesn’t recognise,
and invites the user to correct them.

As the use of word processing spreads, it is
likely to be regarded as an essential office skill and
an ideal device for correspondence.
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